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For the attention of: President Ivan Duque, Defense Minister Diego Molano, The Governor of

Valle, Clara Luz Roldan, and the Mayor of Cali, Jorge Ivan Ospina

We write as members of the international community to express our deep concern regarding

the actions currently being undertaken by national and local government officials in the city

of Santiago de Cali, Colombia.

We note with concern that there have been numerous reports of extrajudicial violence and

repression across the whole country, including gendered violence and sexual harm

perpetrated by the over 2500 police, riot police and the military sent to the city. These

reports include, but are not limited to:

1. Willful use of excessive force including the firing of live rounds at peaceful protesters,

resulting in hundreds of injuries and multiple deaths to date;

2. Sexual, psychological and physical violence perpetrated against detained women,

including sexual assault, abuse, and systematic threats of rape;

3. The arrest and physical assault of local human rights observers;

4. Documented infiltration of peaceful protests by agent provocateurs, acting with the

explicit support of police forces.

We, the undersigned, wish to affirm the rights of the citizenship and residents of Cali to

engage in their peaceful protest against the proposed tax law reforms currently being

debated in the congress and in support of the call for a National Strike.

We call upon the local and national government of Colombia to respect the rights of their

citizens to engage in peaceful protest, as guaranteed in the Political Constitution of

Colombia.

Furthermore, we wish to denounce in the strongest terms the reports of physical,

psychological and sexual violence against detained women protesters, which constitute a
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violation of basic human rights, dignity and the right to a presumption of innocence and fair

treatment before the law.

We call upon the local and national government of Colombia:

1. to put a stop to this unnecessary violence against its citizens, to de-escalate and

demilitarize the situation in Cali and other Colombian cities,

2. to engage in dialogue with protesters regarding their concerns, and to ensure that

reports of violence and assault against protesters are investigated and the

perpetrators made accountable.

3. We demand the right to safety of social leaders, student representatives, union

leaders, community organizers and all protesters.

We stand in solidarity with the women and women’s social organizations of Cali, and other

popular movements, and we pledge to continue raising our voices until this situation is

peacefully resolved.

The world is watching what is happening in Colombia. We urge you to do what is right - for

the country, for the city, and for your citizens.
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